(4)
Self-determination is brought into service to sup-
port disruption. It is. however, a principle of doubt-
ful validity. No nation has been formed without
repressing the centrifugal tendencies of refractory
groups or without overcoming a conflicting group
sentiment, religious, racial or geographical. Even as
a political concept, it can only be of any practical use
if the nationality seeking self-determination has the
guarantee of inherent military and economic self-
sufficiency.
"The Treaty of Versailles ought to be a warning
to all champions of self-determination. Its attempts
to solve the minority problem Balkanised Europe;
almost it may be said that it created a separate state
wherever it found a separate minority. But the his-
tory of the last twenty years should have taught us,
if it has taught us anything, that there is no solution
of the minority problems along these lines."*
Self-determination ridden to death has brought
in the disasters of World War II. It produced feeble
states with coalition governments which could no*
defend nor enforce law and order. Minority claims
were raised to the level of national self-determina-
tion.' Sudetan minorities became convenient levers
in the hands of ambitious neighbours.
"The self-destruction of European supremacy has
brought about a world-wide national awakening, for
which the war slogan of national self-determination
supplies the ideological basis. A revolutionary move-
ment for national independence swept, and is still
sweeping over central and eastern Europe, the near
*Joad, What Is a State, And Why not Say So, p. 99*
78